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Message from Founder

B A B35S

The dream of Judy Koch, Founder of the Bring Me A Book Foundation, is for every child to have the
opportunity to be read to regularly from an early age. While this seems like such a simple and obviously
good idea, a surprisingly large number of young children everywhere in the world are not read to regularly
thereby disadvantaging their future ability to achieve their full academic potential.

At the Chen Yet Sen Family Foundation, we recognized the importance and relevance of this issue to Hong
Kong's children as we live in a modern but high pressure and stressful environment where parents are often
too busy and/or too tired to read to their children and the children can be easily distracted by mind numbing
videos and other diversions.

Government efforts to address this issue have fallen short because of its focus on encouraging children to
read rather than encouraging parents to read to their children. We recognized the value of Bring Me A Book
Foundation's emphasis on enlightening parents to the joys and advantages of reading to their children and
supporting parents in developing a lifelong habit of reading for their children through programs such as the
First Teachers training and the bookbag / bookcase libraries.

On behalf of the Chen Yet Sen Family Foundation, | would like to express our heartfelt appreciation to
the Board of Governors, the Advisory Committee and the Staff of Bring Me A Book Hong Kong for their
dedication and inspired work evidenced by the enormously successful launch of the Bring Me A Book
service to Hong Kong.

The challenge of every child in Hong Kong having the opportunity to be read to regularly can be a reality
in the near future with the continued and generous support of our ever growing network of partners, donors
and volunteers.

Thank you.

James Chen

Founder, Bring Me A Book Hong Kong
Chairman, Chen Yet Sen Family Foundation
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Dear Donors, friends and supporters,

From 2006 when Bring Me A Book Hong Kong had one member of staff and a temporary office, to today, we
have come a long way. Today we have a permanent headquarters in Central that is easily accessible by
public transportation; a well selected list of quality children's books in English and Chinese; have installed
over 42 libraries throughout Hong Kong, but most importantly we have made significant strides in our
principle objectives — to make quality English and Chinese books accessible to less privileged children
through innovative library program; provide parent-child read aloud programs that foster the ritual of family
literacy, learning and bonding.

Since our inception we have been blessed and fortunate to have the support of the Chen Yet Sen Family
Foundation, whose chairman James Chen and his wife Su, were the principle founders of Bring Me A
Book Hong Kong, and still tirelessly dedicate their time and efforts to the foundation. We have also had
the opportunity to collaborate with the Boys' and Girls' Clubs Association of Hong Kong, which provided
three senior family literacy trainers to help us kick-start our First Teachers Training programs to our library
recipient organisations. Since then, we have conducted over 50 First Teachers Training sessions with over
640 parents and 440 children participating together in the training.

Donations and donors of the libraries have come from many different avenues, some word of mouth, some
from other NGOs such as HO SUM who helped spread the word of BMABHK, others from caring parents
who donated after their own experience of our First Teachers Training courses, and for this we thank you all.

Our main fundraising initiative took place in October 2007 when Bring Me A Book Hong Kong held its
inaugural fundraising lunch at the Conrad Hotel. The President of Bring Me A Book Foundation US, Dianne
Calvi and Reading Specialist Julie Fowlkes were present for the lunch to further re-inforce our message to
200 guests. The lunch raised HK$1.8 million where the bulk of these proceeds went towards the installation
of bookcase / bookbag libraries and First Teachers training programs.

To date 42 bookcase / book bag libraries have been placed throughout Hong Kong in community centres,
health clinics, shelters, and kindergartens. The locations of the BMABHK libraries is testament to the fact
that our message is spreading, and our book selections in both English and Chinese have received positive
feedback from both the children and the parents. However the efforts are not one-sided. The BMABHK
recipient organizations themselves are committed to family literacy and each go through thorough training.
Thereafter they are committed to teach their facility's participating parents or care givers in a First Teachers
training program. This training offers ideas, tips, routines etc on how, why, and when it is good to read
with your child. It is because of the ongoing commitment from BMABHK and the recipient organization that
our installations can succeed. Since the installation of our libraries 85% of the children chose to read our
books, and parents too, are more encouraged to borrow the books to read together with their children.



Our books are carefully selected by theme, illustrations, moral message, presentation and overall quality.
Each book is carefully wrapped and in addition to its own award winning emblem, a Bring Me A Book
emblem is adhered to the book. The books themselves stand on the shelves and are visibly appealing
1o the children and offer a sense of value that is shared between parent and child. In order to attain this
quality of presentation, hours and hours on book wrapping is required, and for this | applaud and thank the
118 individual and corporate volunteers who have come to the BMABHK office help us wrap the beautiful
literature for the children. In total over 780 volunteer hours have been donated in order to ensure the
BMABHK recipient libraries are to standard.

Furthermore we have also had a number of volunteers who have been through our First Teachers training
who have offered their time to read aloud with children at some of our recipient sites. This has been an
exceptionally rewarding opportunity for both the volunteer and the children.

So, it's been a year of reading, wrapping, fundraising, teaching and ensuring our message goes deeper
than just the display of beautiful books. | thank all the parties involved, and every effort great and small
have enabled at least one parent and child to enjoy reading together for learning, enjoyment and bonding.

The dedication of our volunteers, donors, and staff enable BMABHK to continue to target outsized goals
and surpass them, our First Teachers training, book selections, fundraising, spreading the word, excellence
in execution and in our focus on our donors and recipients. Year after year our momentum will build. By
maintaining our focus and objectives, and forging close, lasting relationships with our donors and recipients,
volunteers and professional advisors we will accelerate the pace of promoting family literacy and ensuring
quality books are available to all children regardless of economic background.

Thank you for your continued and generous support.

Sharie Tse Ross
Chairman, Board of governor
Program Year 2007-2008
August 2008
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Vliission Statement

BN

The mission of Bring Me A Book Hong Kong is to provide easy access to the best
children's books, and educate parents, teachers and childcare providers to read
aloud with children for future success in school and life.
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The Board
S

Our Board consists of seven members. They meet at least
once every quarter in a year to lead the direction of program
planning, goal setting, and program evaluation and assist in
fund development of the organization. Ad hoc committees
also established by them as need.

i

Chairman
* Sharie Ross Tse

Members

Yama Chan Gaw
Joanna Hotung

Hela Law

Law Shuk Kwan, Lilian
Lee Su Hwei

Ng Jacqueline Pun Lam

Honorary Advisor
* Professor Tse Shek Kam
- The University of Hong Kong, Faculty of Education
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ROBERT JONES #&i8%

- BMABHK's First Individual Donor
EHERT(EB)ETSEUEANBES

Robert Jones, BMABHK's first individual donor, donated a Bookcase Library to Queen Mary Hospital in 2006. "My
daughter has leukemia," he replies when questioned about his decision to donate. "When she was three, we spent
the first few years at Queen Mary all the time. There's a kid's cancer ward in Block K of Queen Mary, and after
going there so many times, | realized that they don't have a lot of books. And the children are very bored. They
can't go home and can only watch TV or play video games, so | wanted to get them something more interesting ...
something that they can learn more from."

Mr. Jones has visited the recipient site multiple times and has seen both the ups and the downs of donating a
bookcase to a hospital. On one hand, children and parents have access to quality children's books. However, it
is also very difficult for the other children in the hospital to share the books since the cancer ward is very isolated.
"| still think that donating a bookcase is a good idea, but maybe not to the cancer ward. Maybe the waiting areas
or different common areas where they are not so worried about germs would be better," Mr. Jones says.

Mr. Jones often sends his staff over to BMABHK to do volunteer work. "I think it helps my staff because it helps
them realize that there are things besides work that are important, and they learn about volunteering and helping
the community," he explains.

Summing up his opinions on BMABHK, Mr. Jones says, "Personally, | love the idea of parents reading to their kids.
It promotes family bonding, family time, it promotes learning, it generates excitement in the kids and the parents in
so many different ways, whether it's the pictures on the page, the words, the story, spending time together ... it's
just so wholesome!"
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The Book Bag Library Program
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The Book Bag Library Program provides businesses and community service
organizations a simple yet highly effective and sustainable library. It serves as a
lending library which offers easily accessible selection of quality hardcover children's
books and audio recordings. Each library contains about 220 books for children from
infancy to eleven.
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(May 1, 2006 to April 30, 2007)

Number of Library Installations
4 Book Bag Libraries

List of Recipients
* Boys' and Girls' Clubs Association of Hong Kong, The
- Cheerland Nursery cum Kindergarten (Wan Chai)

* Hans Andersen Club Limited
- The Storyland

* HK SKH Lady Maclehose Centre
- Family Activities and Resources Centre

* YMCA of Hong Kong
- Cheung Sha Wan Centre
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(May 1, 2007 to April 30, 2008) (20075581 822008%F45308)

Number of Library Installations EEF !
4 Book Bag Libraries 4 BERBER
List of Recipients THERES
* Christian Action s EEFRITESVHRSHESIRFEDIL (BREE)

- Int ted Service Centre for Ethnic Minoriti

G Tembon - SEBESHESREEBREREEFREA (WD)

* Hong Kong Lutheran Social Service * BEMSTRBERSHEDL

- Lutheran Family Life Education Unit (Shatin) o MBS BLSNHER

* Neighbourhood Advice-Action Council, The
- Tung Chung Integrated Services Centre

e Salvation Army, The
- Ng Kwok Wai Memorial Kindergarten
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Ms. CHEUNG 5&I5IR

- HK SKH Lady MacLehose Centre
Family Activities and Resources Centre (Recipient)
SBEANSEIESRADI
RESEIRERDPIL (ZBHB)

HK SKH Lady Maclehose Centre - Family Activities and Resources Centre's services revolve around parenting
and family relationships. The director of the Centre requested a Book Bag Library because she believed that
encouraging parents to read with their children would foster parent-child relationships.

Ms. Cheung, a social worker at the Family Activities and Resources Centre, has participated in BMABHK's
Train the Trainer workshop, and started leading the First Teachers Training at their centre. She comments that
BMABHK's resources are useful, and that the training workshops for the parents are very successful. Parents -
fathers as well as mothers - would go home and read with their children and return to discuss their experiences
at parents' meetings. "The training program increases interaction between parents," she says. "Some parents
would share the difficulties they experience when reading with their children, and other parents would give them
suggestions and advice." Parents also find BMABHK's services very helpful in aiding them to select quality
children's books.

Ms. Cheung remarks that the Book Bag Library has helped the children at the centre develop an interest for books.
"The books are appropriate for the children, and the best thing is that there are Chinese and English versions of
the same book," she says. Many children take the initiative to ask their parents to borrow books for them, and they
check out Book Bags every week or bi-weekly. Ms. Cheung also observes that parents have really started reading
more with their children.

"Reading together is truly a wonderful way to deepen the relationship between parents and their children," Ms.
Cheung concludes. "Once, while we were preparing for a parents' meeting, | saw two children in the park with
their mother. It was really funny ... the elder sister was reading the story to her little brother and her mother, then
the mother re-told the story to the two children, and the three of them took turns telling the story. They really
seemed to enjoy reading together!"
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Core Programs £EEH

The Bookcase Library Program

==

=

SHEE

The Bookcase Library Program places bookcase filled with 30 to 45 quality and
age-appropriate children books in Chinese and English into pre-primary education
institutions, community centers, health clinics, and etc. It provides equitable access

to quality children's literature and fosters an early love of reading and learning for all
children.
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5830-454BE - BSITAFROPEANRZESRE - BEERZTLRREHRSHE
BEEREERNEE > IIBEXREFHRBENS2BHEME -



Program Year 2006-2007

(May 1, 2006 to April 30, 2007)

Number of Library Installations

2 Large Bookcase Libraries
2 Small Bookcase Libraries

List of Recipients

Large Bookcase Library

® Boys' and Girls' Clubs Association of Hong Kong, The
- Tsuen Wan & Kwai Tsing Family Life Education Office

* Queen Mary Hospital
- Children's Cancer Ward
Small Bookcase Library

e HK SKH Lady Maclehose Centre
- Shek Yam Kindergarten cum Day Nursery

* YMCA of Hong Kong
- Farm Road Nursery School
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(May 1, 2007 to April 30, 2008)

Number of Library Installations

9 Large Bookcase Libraries
13 Small Bookcase Libraries

List of Recipients
Large Bookcase Library

* Christian Family Service Centre - Lai Chi Centre

e Church of United Brethren in Christ, The
- Shatin Parent Resources Centre

e CVC Asia Pacific Limited
e Danse a Lili Ballet Academie

* Hong Kong Christian Service
- Tin Heng Nursery School
- Tin Shui Small Group Home

e HK SKH Welfare Council
- HK SKH St. Thomas' Child Care Centre

® Sisters of the Good Shepherd - Marycove Centre

* Society of Rehabilitation and Crime Prevention, Hong Kong, The

- Jockey Club Home Circuit

Small Bookcase Library

e Canossa Hospital (Caritas) - Celeste Child Health Centre

® Caritas Hong Kong
- Caritas Nursery School - Lei Yue Mun
- Caritas Zonta Club of Hong Kong Nursery School

® Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong, The
- N.M.S. Lutheran Kindergarten
- Tseung Kwan O Kindergarten

e F.D.B.W.A.
- Cheung Chuk Shan Nursery School Kindergarten

* Hong Kong Society for the Protection of Children
- Butterfly Estate Nursery School
- Portland Street Nursery School

e Salvation Army, The
- Chan Kwan Tung Kindergarten
- Fu Keung Kindergarten
- Hing Yan Kindergarten
- Ping Tin Kindergarten

e Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary

- Gospel Sau Mau Ping Child Care Centre cum Kindergarten

(2007858182 2008%F48308)
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Ms. CHEUNG & Ms. WAN
RIGIEARIGIR

- Hong Kong Christian Service
Tin Shui Small Group Home (Recipient)

SBEBYRPRIAMRERZR (XIHR)

In September 2007, BMABHK installed a Bookcase Library at the Hong Kong Christian Service Tin Shui Small
Group Home. Earlier on, social worker Abbie Wan attended a presentation on BMABHK which inspired her to
promote reading activities at the Home. "Besides being interested in video games, comics or gossip magazines,
we hope that the children can also develop a healthy interest for reading books," says Ms. Wan's colleague
Ms. Cheung.

Both Ms. Wan and Ms. Cheung agree that BMABHK's most attractive aspect is that it provides recipients with
quality books. "We wanted some opinions from experts on choosing books," Ms. Cheung says. "We could have
fundraised to buy books on our own but we would not know what books to buy. It's difficult to find time to search
the bookstore book by book for good books. But the books that BMABHK provides us with ... both adults and
children can appreciate them!"

The mere presence of the Bookcase Library encourages the children at the Home to read. When the children are
bored and they see a colorful array of books in the living room, they will automatically take one out to read. "This
is very good because firstly, it develops the children's interest in reading, and secondly, it shows them that proper
and meaningful books are not necessarily boring," says Ms. Cheung.

Ms. Wan and Ms. Cheung report that the social workers at the Home often read to the younger children after
dinner or at bedtime, and that the children respond very positively to this. "The children may have already read
the books, but they don't mind hearing the story again. Sometimes they will see something new from listening to
my telling of the story and will gain a better understanding of the book," Ms. Wan tells.

Although most the children at the Home are stepping into their teenage years, they still enjoy being read to; when
the social worker is finished with one book, the children will beg for more. Reading together creates a warm, close
atmosphere at the Home and deepens the relationships between the social workers and the children.

To further motivate the children to read, the social workers at the Tin Shui Small Group Home have launched a
reading marathon where participants have to read books, write reflections, and promote good books to other
children. "Once we started this reading program, the children have been reading very fast!" Ms. Cheung laughs.
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Feature 5555

Ms. WONG X T

- Parent K

Ms. Wong and her four year old daughter often visit the BGCA Tsuen Wan & Kwai Tsing Family Life Education
Office where BMABHK has installed a Bookcase Library. Ms. Wong heard of BMABHK from a parents' meeting
and attended the First Teachers Training Program.

"The most useful thing | learnt from the training was how to select good books," Ms. Wong says. "Choosing the
right books is important. You cannot start with books that are too difficult. You need to choose simple picture
books." She also learnt the difference between Chinese books from Taiwan and those from Hong Kong, and how
to find good English books.

Ms. Wong believes that it is essential to read with children when they are very young because children grasp
things more quickly earlier on in life. "l started reading to my daughter when she was only a few months old, and
| realized that she actually understands what | am saying," she says. She recounts how she would flip through a
book and tell her daughter what the objects on the page were called, and after repeating the process just a few
times, her daughter would be able to use her finger and point to the image of the word that her mother read aloud.

Ms. Wong usually borrows two books from the BGCA Family Life Education Office every two weeks. She thinks
that BMABHK's books are appropriate, and notices that her daughter especially likes the ones translated from
Japanese because they are lively and funny. Since her daughter has started going to school, Ms. Wong does
not read to her every single day, but whenever they have free time, her daughter will ask her to read books with
her. Ms. Wong adds that reading together develops a strong bond between her and her child. "My daughter
really likes being together with me, and she enjoys my storytelling very much. There really is a difference in the
relationship between families that read together and families that don't!" she comments.
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The First Teachers Training Program
4R 18

R ERIZZHMS

The First Teachers™ Training Program enhances both library programs by engaging and
educating parents, childcare providers and teachers on the critical importance of reading
aloud to children and read aloud strategies. The curriculum is interactive and uses
"modeling the message" techniques to empower and educate parents with young children
to become their child's "first teachers".

Over 45 First Teachers Training workshops were conducted in these two program years.
Over 550 parents and 370 children participated in these training workshops. Parents
indicated that their favorite parts of the Training were the demonstration of story telling and
sharing experiences with other parents. They realized the importance of reading aloud to
children regularly and stated that they would read more often to their children.

In November 2006 and October 2007, lead Trainer Julie Fowlkes from Bring Me A Book
Foundation (California) conducted a series of workshops. Julie is an experienced member
of Bring Me A Book Foundation, a reading specialist and an author with over 36 years of
experience. 68 parents participated in these training workshops.

Three First Teachers Train the Trainer workshops were conducted with the help from the
staff members of the Boys' and Girls' Clubs Association of Hong Kong and YMCA. 47 staff
members of BMABHK recipient organizations completed the training workshops. They
have started conducting the First Teachers Training for their clients in their own sites.
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Tsang Kwong Yuen SEIR

- The Boys' and Girls' Clubs Association of Hong Kong
(Senior Trainer of the First Teachers Program)
5B/ EFR 2 (RENRZENRESHEEN)

Mr. Tsang Kwong Yuen, the Strategy and Development Supervisor of the Boys' and Girls' Clubs Association of Hong
Kong (BGCA), has supported BMABHK from the very start. In 2006, he attended training sessions at Bring Me A Book
Foundation in California and is now one of BMABHK's Senior Trainers in charge of training other trainers. BMABHK
has also aided the BGCA by placing Book Bag and Bookcase Libraries in some of the latter's nurseries and community
centers.

"The BGCA and BMABHK complement each other very well," Mr. Tsang says. The two organizations have similar goals
regarding literacy, yet each one focuses on different aspects of it. While the BGCA targets children in primary school
and early secondary school, BMABHK emphasizes more on early childhood education; while the BGCA teaches parents
strategies to read with their children, BMABHK provides a solid theoretical background to explain why parents should do
s0; while the BGCA promotes reading programs in the school environment, BMABHK promotes reading in the family. By
collaborating together, the BGCA and BMABHK can reach out to a much bigger circle of people.

As a Senior Trainer of BMABHK's training programs, Mr. Tsang trains teachers and social workers who will be conducting
the First Teachers Training Program for parents. "The trainers who | train are very enthusiastic," he says. "They are eager
to bring what they have learnt back to their communities, and from what they say, the parents respond very positively."
However, Mr. Tsang remarks that trainers find it difficult to spread their enthusiasm to their colleagues who have not
participated in BMABHK's training program; when there is a staff turnover, the new staff members do not understand
the importance of reading aloud to children. Mr. Tsang hopes that trainers can be the seeds within the community from
which BMABHK's ideas can sprout and disseminate.

Through the BGCA, Mr. Tsang has been promoting reading programs for many years and is thus familiar with the literacy
movement in Hong Kong. He observes that in these recent years, thanks to the efforts of NGOs, publishing companies,
schools and the government, the overall reading atmosphere in Hong Kong has improved. Many schools now set aside
class time for storytelling and have modified the format of book reports in order to encourage reading and to stimulate
children's imagination. Nevertheless, Mr. Tsang notes, "When it comes to reading in the family, there is still a lot of room
for development." Parents understand the importance of reading, but they often think of it solely as a medium through
which children are to learn vocabulary and grammar. Instead of buying their children picture books, they buy difficult
texts that children may not enjoy. In addition, parents do not often have time to read with their children after a long day
at work. Hence, an organization dedicated to promoting family literacy like BMABHK is still very necessary in our current
Hong Kong society.
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Mrs. NG &= X

- Parent K

Mrs. Ng learnt of BMABHK from the Salvation Army Ping Tin Kindergarten, one of BMABHK's recipient sites. She
participated in the First Teachers Training Program because she believed that reading was important for children
and was interested in BMABHK's work.

"The First Teachers Training motivated me to read more with my children," says Mrs. Ng. "l learnt that you can
actually start reading to children when they are very young. | think | could do better on that. | started buying
books for my elder son only when | thought he was old enough to understand them, but according to the training,
children can develop reading skills from very early on." Mrs. Ng also found it helpful to discuss reading habits at
the training sessions because she could learn from other parents. "For example, some parents say that they bring
books with them to go out, or they put them in the car so that they can read with the children anytime. | didn't
have a habit of doing this - | usually just read to the children at bedtime - but | thought that they were pretty good
ideas," she says.

Mrs. Ng and her children have good reading habits. They read together everyday and like to visit the library. Mrs.
Ng also tries to make books interesting for her children by asking them questions, getting them to guess what
happens next, or even letting them tell the story instead; children like being in charge of things. Ms. Ng recalls,
"Sometimes my elder son likes to tell stories to his little brother." She continues, "l absolutely believe that reading
can improve family relationships. Reading time is always very warm and happy."

Mrs. Ng feels that she is learning alongside her children when she reads to them. "My son might know something
that | don't know (for example, what a triceratops is), so he explains it to me. On one hand, | learn something new
and admire him for his cleverness; on another hand my son has something to feel proud about. Through reading,
my children and | learn to appreciate each other," she shares.
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Volunteer Program
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A Total of 4974 Books Covered!

We are extremely grateful to all 100 volunteers who have donated over 660 hours
to BMABHK through book wrapping, book bag library assembly, clerical work, and
preparation of our fundraising event.

Volunteer days have been established between Goldman Sachs and BMABHK since June
2007. Staff members from Goldman Sachs were allowed one day away from work to help
us wrapping books and reading stories to the children of our recipient organization every
year. The volunteers indicated that they had an enjoyable and rewarding day. They had
great fun with children and felt "the combination of both the book covering, following by the
reading to the children was an excellent program to participate in as it really brought to life
the meaningful contribution that BMBAHK brings to the community that it serves".

BMABHK has also received support from FCL Advisory Limited that allows their staff
members assist us during office hours each month. Five students from Sara Beattie
College completed their voluntary service in BMABHK through their Community Awareness
Programme in these two program years. In addition, volunteers were recruited via Ho Sum
Organization Limited and Agency for Volunteer Centre.
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LORETTA AU B8R &

- YMCA of Hong Kong Farm Road Nursery School
(Recipient and Senior Trainer of the First Teachers Program)
SBEBISTSEEBNREN
(ZERBL T ENREENEESRSE)

YMCA of Hong Kong Farm Road Nursery School is one of BMABHK's first recipients. Loretta Au, the headmistress
of Farm Road Nursery School, is also one of BMABHK's Senior Trainers: besides leading First Teachers Training
sessions at her school, she also conducts Train the Trainer workshops.

Regarding her experience as a Senior Trainer, Ms. Au comments that it is easier to train parents than it is to train
teachers and social workers. Parents readily agree that reading storybooks to children has many benefits and are
eager to try it out at home. They also find the First Teachers Training Program very helpful in providing them with
incentives to read aloud to their children and in teaching them strategies to do so. During parents meetings, many
parents report reading regularly with their children. Some teachers, however, find it difficult to grasp BMABHK's
ideas and to promote them to others. While they understand clearly that reading is important, they focus more
on the educative aspects of books rather than emphasizing the simple pleasures of reading, something that
BMABHK insists on. "It takes time to reconcile one's own ideas about reading with those of BMABHK," she says.

At Farm Road Nursery School, teachers allocate a lot of time for children to read and enjoy books. Drawing on the
Montessori Method of active, self-directed learning, Ms. Au believes that reading stimulates children's imagination
and allows them to learn on their own and explore without limitations. She arranges the classroom display so that
it encourages reading, and she also creates opportunities such as drawing or theater sessions for children to
express what they have absorbed through books.

Ms. Au is grateful for BMABHK's selection of books because it casts a whole different perspective on reading.
While the school might purchase a lot of books with good moral teachings or books about science and the
environment, BMABHK's books cover a whole range of topics. BMABHK increases the nursery's reading
resources and enables children to explore many different worlds.
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Fundraising Events

=G E)

On October 3, 2007, BMABHK organized an inaugural fundraising luncheon and raised
over HK$1.8million. There were about 200 guests present, including Dianne Calvi, the
president of Bring Me A Book Foundation. The funds raised allowed for the donation of
4 Book Bag Libraries, 26 Large Bookcase Libraries and 15 Small Bookcase Libraries.

Besides, BMABHK was the only charity invited to fundraise at a reception party of a global
private equity firm in December 2007. A total of HK$136,000 was raised which enabled us
to donate one Book Bag Library.
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Mr. and Mrs. ROY KUAN
ERO PN

- Donors BBE

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Kuan are both supportive donors of BMABHK. Mr. Kuan is drawn to BMABHK, firstly because
it is a charity focused on Hong Kong. "This is important because people in Hong Kong are often overlooked," he
says. Surrounded by glittering skyscrapers and the latest technology, people sometimes forget that there are
still many poor and needy in this city. Mr. Kuan also realizes that there is a low rate of parent engagement with
children in reading activities, and that this problem exists in all classes of society.

In 2008, Mr. Kuan placed a Bookcase Library in his own office and arranged for his staff to attend BMABHK's First
Teachers Training workshops to encourage them to read with their children. By doing so, Mr. Kuan hopes that
not only the poor, but also those in the middle class will be motivated to spend more time reading at home. In
addition, Mr. Kuan's company, a global private equity firm, raised funds at a cocktail party which covered general
operating expenses and allowed for the donation of another Book Bag Library.

Mrs. Kuan's involvement with BMABHK is quite different from her husband's. In 2007, she participated in the First
Teachers Training Program and was very impressed by it. "The training gave me such a deep insight into what
the benefits of reading to children are. It made me realize that Hong Kong is really lacking in terms of literacy, and
that this project could really help to improve the literacy rate in Hong Kong," says Mrs. Kuan.

The First Teachers Training Program also inspired Mrs. Kuan to modify the way she read to her children. "Before
learning of BMABHK, | already read to my children every night, and | thought | was doing pretty well. But through
the training | realized | could have made it so much more interesting," she says. After the training, instead of
always playing the boss, Mrs. Kuan started allowing her children to choose their books. She also tried getting
her children involved during the reading by making the story suspenseful, asking them what their favorite part
was, and asking them to retell a part of the story. Mrs. Kuan realized that by changing her reading strategies, the
children enjoyed reading more and were able grasp the deeper meaning of the stories.

In February 2008, Mrs. Kuan and her friends donated a Bookcase library to the Salvation Army Fu Keung
Kindergarten. They attended the Library installation ribbon cutting ceremony and read stories to the children at
the school. The kindergarten was so grateful that at the end of the year they invited Mrs. Kuan to their graduation
ceremony and made her the guest of honor. The kindergarten principal also attended BMABHK's Train the Trainer
workshops and trained over 30 parents at the school. Mr. and Mrs. Kuan were very touched by this. "If one
bookcase can mean so much to them, they must really need it!" Mr. Kuan reflects.
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"Read to Leamn: School Library Development in China"
International Conference

(REECSE  vEenssEanLE) BRe:

In July 2007, the Chen Yet-Sen Family Foundation organized an international conference
to discuss the implementation of library programs that would encourage young people
to read for pleasure. BMABHK actively participated in the conference by inviting Judy
Koch, the founder of Bring Me A Book Foundation, to speak about her experiences with
Bring Me A Book's library programs in the United States. We also set up a booth at the
conference to promote BMABHK's programs.
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Ms. NG ST LT

- Parent &

Ms. Ng is a mother of three-year-old twin daughters. She first heard of BMABHK at the BGCA Tsuen Wan & Kwai
Tsing Family Life Education Office, one of BMABHK's recipient sites. She was attracted to BMABHK and signed
up to attend the First Teachers Training program because her children enjoyed stories and she wanted to learn
how to be a better storyteller.

Although Ms. Ng already liked to read to her daughters before learning of BMABHK, she still found the training
sessions helpful. She realized how important it was to read regularly with children from very early on in life and
started encouraging all her friends to do so. "The children may not understand all the words, but they hear and
absorb them, and their knowledge expands," she says. "They learn things a lot quicker. The twins are only three
years old, but they can already read books for children aged 4-6." Ms. Ng also decided to make reading with the
twins a regular habit at home, and reads to them every night before they sleep.

Besides improving the twins' learning abilities, Ms. Ng notes that reading helps them develop social skills as well.
When she started reading more with them, she discovered that the twins learnt to sit still and concentrate better.
"They can sit there and listen to you read stories for a whole hour. | get tired of it before they do!" she says. When
questioned about whether they would read books if Mommy did not urge them to do so, the twins replied together,
"Yes!" Their mother continues, "If you read more with them, their interest in books will increase. From observing
my friends, | noticed that if you don't make reading with your children a habit, they will not ask you to read stories
to them or ask you to bring them to the library." In addition, Ms. Ng remarks that reading aloud helps children be
less shy: "They want to copy what you do, so they start talking more, and their vocabulary develops."

Ms. Ng and her children often make use of the BMABHK Bookcase Library at the BGCA Family Life Education
Office. She has picture books at home but still likes to read BMABHK's books. "The selection of books is very
good," she comments. "They are well-kept and colorful! It doesn't matter that there are not too many books for
very young children. My daughters don't mind reading the same books over and over again!"
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Future Plans
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A Guide to the Best Chinese Books for Children

Since there is a need for recommendations for quality Chinese children books,
BMABHK has established a Book Selection Committee. It is formed by teachers,
social services providers, and our Board of Governors with the advice from Professor
Tse Shek Kam of the Faculty of Education in the University of Hong Kong. The
Committee has reviewed more than a thousand books and compiled a Chinese
children's booklist for children from birth to 11 years old which will soon be published
in July 2008 and will be distributed to parents and schools. The booklist can also be
accessed through the BMABHK website.

Feng Zi Kai Children's Picture Books Award

BMABHK and the Chen Yet-Sen Family Foundation are in the process of launching
the Feng Zi Kai Children's Picture Books Award. It aims to encourage the creation
and publishing of original Chinese children's literature. An international forum will be
organized in July 2008 in Hong Kong, which targets a broad range of participants
which includes publishers, writers, illustrators, librarians, and educators from around
the world. The book award will accept nominations after the forum and the winners will
be announced in July 2009. BMABHK and the Chen Yet-Sen Family Foundation are
committed to establish Hong Kong as the center of Chinese Children's literature in the
Region.

Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership Scheme
Application - Family Literacy Centre at Lui Seng Chun

The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government has recently launched
a scheme under which NGOs can submit proposals to revitalize selected historic
buildings for charitable purposes. BMABHK will apply to use Lui Seng Chun as a
Family Literacy Centre, with the aim of enhancing the quality of family life in Hong
Kong by utilizing family literacy as family glue.

Collaboration Project with Li and Fung (1906) Foundation

In February 2008, Li and Fung (1906) Foundation donated a Book Bag Library to the
Salvation Army Ng Kwok Wai Memorial Kindergarten. 40 staff members of Li and Fung
Ltd. will participate in our First Teachers Training Program in May 2008. All of them
will read aloud to children in the kindergarten after they completed their training.

Joint Venture with the Rotary Club of Kingspark Hong Kong

We are very fortunate to have support from the Rotary Club of Kingspark Hong
Kong for the program year 2008-2009. They plan to organize a charity concert with
peegaboo.com to fundraise for us. Raised funds will cover the production cost of our
guidebook of Chinese children's books and training programs.
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