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Headline: Hong Kong students are the No. 1 in reading comprehension while 

they have the least motivation of reading  

Content The research, PIRLS 2011, told that Hong Kong is the 1st 

top-performing country in literacy among 45. However, motivation 

of students to read is the least from the chart. Besides, it said 

students do not benefit from private tuitions in boosting the 

academic performance. 

Literacy professionals who conducted this research mentioned that 

the reason why Hong Kong students have the least motivation to 

read is that they are forced to do so. They highly recommended 

parents should foster the interest of reading of their children at a 

very young age. 

Research was conducted in Hong Kong from April to July in 2011 to 

gain deeper understanding of the Chinese literacy skills of Hong 

Kong students. 

132 participating primary schools 

4,122 participating students from primary 4  

3,600 participating parents 

Hong Kong students score 571 in reading comprehension (high 

performance means student can read, comprehend, and interpret 

relatively complex information in stories and articles of 800 to 1,000 

words) which make Hong Kong the 1st on the top-performing 

Countries in PIRLS 2011 (2nd Russian Federation scores 568, 3rd 

Finland scores 568, 4th Singapore scores 567) 

Professor Tse mentioned traditionally parents and teachers 

promote reading because of passing examinations and tests even 

though they are lack of motivation or interest in reading which affect 

their life-long learning. 

Professor Tse also said that the research found out that the better 

in the academic result due to higher motivation, larger quantity of 

books in the family, and higher income revenue of the family. The 

research also told that compared between students who have 

private tuition and students who do not have, the reading 

comprehension of the former one is worse than the later one which 

implied the effectiveness of private tuitions. He recommended that 

parents should foster their children a habit in reading at their young 
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age. 

Principal of Wai Chow Public School (Sheung Shui)上水惠州公立學

校 pointed out that in general students do not have the motivation 

to read. Schools have to push or bait them with something to read. 

For instance, they organized reading rewards programs, promoted 

reading the same book for the whole form etc. They put much 

resources in the library in order to attract students to read. 

 


